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The Manchester Man 

by Isabella Varley Banks, writing as Mrs. G. Linnaeus Banks 

Jabez Clegg, the Manchester man, floats into this historical novel in 1799, carried 
downstream by the River Irk in flood. Jabez's rise to commercial success mirrors the 
rise of the city at the heart of the industrial revolution. 

Mrs George Linnaeus Banks (née Isabella Varley) weaves a web of historical fact 
and fiction in a fast-paced story built around the rivalry between the Jabez and his 
nemesis Laurence Aspinall, and the fate of Augusta Ashton, who is loved by both 
but loves only one. 

An entertaining fictional journey through the early 19th century history of the city of 
Manchester, the book also has serious points to make about women's choices and 
domestic violence. (Summary by Phil Benson)

Read by Phil Benson.  Total running time: 15:35:27

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or 
modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit 
librivox.org.

Illustration from the book by Charles Green (1840–1898) and Hedley Fitton (1859-
1929). Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, E.U. and all countries with author’s life 
+70 yrs laws. Cover design by Phil Benson. This design is in the public domain. 
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